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The Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) introduced a code system in 1988
that helps with recycling plastic by numbers. Almost all plastic products bear
the general recycling symbol: a triangle formed by three circling arrows. The
number in the triangle indicates the type of plastic. There are six common
types of plastic and one miscellaneous category with the number 7.

Though the codes serve no real purpose in terms of waste separation, the
recycling code can be used by consumers to make a distinction between
plastics that would be safer to use than other plastics. 

What are the Recycling Codes?

PET bottles for soft drinks.
You should not refill PET

bottles as the risk of
additives leakage increases!

PETE
Plastic containers and pipes.
This is considered safe and is

easy to recycle!

HDPE
Sewage pipes & synthetic

window frames, to be avoided.
In the manufacturing process,

the toxic dioxin is released
and softeners are added.

V

Soft plastics such as cling film,
plastic drycleaner covers, and
carry bags. This is considered

safe too!

LDPE
Plastic furniture, jerry cans, car

parts, and bottle tops fall
under this category. It is also

considered safe!

PP PS
Disposable cups, meat trays,

and packaging for electronics.
This is to be avoided due to
possible leakage of styrene.

This is a miscellaneous
category, and will contain
items that nobody can do

anything with.
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