
2021-2022
BUDGET AND RATES

HOW TO PAY YOUR RATES
Fortnightly Direct Debit Complete the Direct Debit Form 
available online via the Shire website or complete the form in 
person. Administration Fee applies. 
Credit or Debit Card Online via the Shire website or call 1300 
276 468. 
Bpay Contact your financial institution via Telephone or Internet 
Banking and use the Biller Code and Reference Number located 
on the bottom of your rates notice.
By Mail Detach the lower portion of your rates notice and make 
your cheque or money order payable to the Shire of Donnybrook 
Balingup. PO BOX 94 Donnybrook WA 6239
In Person Pay via cash, cheque or EFTPOS at the Administration 
Office, 1 Bentley Street, Donnybrook.
PAY IN ONE INSTALMENT
Total Payment Due 14 October 2021
PAY IN TWO INSTALMENTS
1st Instalment Due 14 October 2021
2nd Instalment Due 11 February 2022
PAY IN FOUR INSTALMENTS
1st Instalment Due 14 October 2021
2nd Instalment Due 13 December 2021
3rd Instalment Due 11 February 2022
4th Instalment Due 12 April 2022

SHIRE OF DONNYBROOK BALINGUP    (08) 9780 4200
1 Bentley Street, Donnybrook WA 6239 
shire@donnybrook.wa.gov.au 
www.donnybrook-balingup.wa.gov.au

WASTE MANAGEMENT LEVY
The Council considered the options available to cover 
the cost of providing the Shire’s waste management 
facility and resolved to remove the Waste Management 
Levy and incorporate the funding for waste management 
into general rates. This action means that no Waste 
Management Levy charge will appear on rate notices 
from 2021-2022 onwards. Benefits of this change 
include the availability of a rates rebate for eligible rate 
payers (eligible pensioner and seniors) or the ability 
to defer the payment of rates in accordance with the 
Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992. 
This option was not available in relation to the previous 
Waste Management Levy charge.

PENSIONER CONCESSION
Pensioners who meet the eligibility criteria below are entitled 
to claim a rebate of up to 50% off the current year’s rates 
(limited to a capped maximum amount), and 50% off the 
Emergency Services Levy, or may defer payment of those 
rates. Seniors who meet the eligibility criteria below are 
entitled to claim a rebate of up to 25% (limited to a maximum 
amount). Any rebate or deferral of rates will be pro-rated 
from the date that an approved application is lodged with 
the Shire or Water Corp.

Eligibility Criteria To be eligible for concessions under the Rates and 
Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992, an applicant must:
1. Be the owner and reside in the property on 1st July of the rating year.
2. If a Pensioner, either be in receipt of a pension and hold a Pensioner  

  Concession Card or State Concession Card; or hold both a Seniors  
  Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card.
3. If a Pensioner, either be in receipt of a pension and hold a Pensioner  

  Concession Card or State Concession Card; or hold both a Seniors  
  Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card.
4. If a Senior, hold a Seniors Card issued by WA Seniors Card Centre.

If you believe you are eligible for a concession, complete the application 
form online via the Shire website or register with Water Corporation.

WASTE AND RECYCLING 
The Shire of Donnybrook Balingup provides the following 
waste services to residents of the Shire of Donnybrook 
Balingup:

2 and 3 Bin Rubbish Collection 
(Organic, Rubbish, Recycling)

Residential Tip Pass
Your 16 or 52 Click Tip Pass is 
included with your rates notice.

Please note that lost or damaged 
tip passes will not be replaced.

Waste Disposal Fees
Ratepayers receive a Waste Management Facility Pass (Tip 
Pass) entitling the holder to dispose of certain quantities 
and types of waste at Shire facilities without further charge.

Tip passes are not valid for all waste products and disposal 
of certain items will incur a fee as per the Shire’s adopted 
fees and charges.

Certain products are not permitted for disposal at the Balingup 
Waste Transfer Station and will need to be taken to the 
Donnybrook Facility.

The gate attendant will determine charges for waste not 
subject to tip pass use in accordance with the Shire’s adopted 
fees and charges.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WASTE DISPOSAL FEES 
PLEASE VISIT THE SHIRE WEBSITE. 

2021 / 2022 SHIRE OF DONNYBROOK BALINGUPTIP PASSFOR RESIDENTS USING THE DONNYBROOK 

WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY OR 

BALINGUP TRANSFER STATIONThis tip pass entitles the holder to 

16 x 0.25m3 entries for the disposal of 

DOMESTIC WASTE ONLY.

VALID UNTIL 30 SEPTEMBER 2022

LOADS MUST BE SORTED TO 

APPROPRIATE AREAS ON ENTRYOPENING TIMESDONNYBROOK WASTE MANAGEMENT 
FACILITYGoodwood Rd, Donnybrook

BALINGUP TRANSFER STATION
South Western Hwy, Balingup

Saturday 7.00am - 2.00pm
7.00am - 1.00pm

Sunday
10.00am - 5.00pm 11.00am - 5.00pm

Monday 8.00am - 12noon CLOSED

Tuesday CLOSED
9.00am - 12noon

Wednesday 1.00pm - 5.00pm
CLOSED

Thursday CLOSED
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday
8.00am - 12noon CLOSED

CLOSED ON CHRISTMAS DAY, NEW YEAR’S DAY AND 

GOOD FRIDAY

For more information contact the 

Shire of Donnybrook Balingup
(08) 9780 4200shire@donnybrook.wa.gov.au

www.donnybrook-balingup.wa.gov.au
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The 2021-2022 Annual Budget is multi-
focussed with the usual emphasis 
placed on delivery of hundreds of 
day-to-day services provided to our 
local communities across the Shire. 
Council is cognisant of a recent survey 
that clearly identified (within reason 
and financial capacity) there is an 
ongoing community expectation that 

the provision of quality services and facilities is what 
makes a real difference to our residents. It is these 
services and facilities that ensure all continue to enjoy 
an enviable lifestyle within our great Shire, from Argyle 
in the north, Kirup and Balingup to the south, out to 
Noggerup in the east and Paynedale in the west, while 
attracting a wave of new residents. 

While at first glance the general rate increase of 8.6% 
might appear high, to the Gross Rental Valuation 
ratepayer (i.e. mostly townsite and rural-residential 
properties) with a property based on the GRV valuation 
mid-point, the bottom-line impact of all Shire controlled 
charges to the rates notice will be only 3.49% more 
than last year. Similarly, to the ratepayer on the GRV 
Minimum Payment threshold, the bottom-line increase 
in all Shire controlled charges to the rates notice will be 
3.34% extra. When looking at Unimproved Valuations 
(i.e. mostly rural and farming properties), these figures 
are 6.24% and 5.6% more than last year, respectively. It 
is the State Government’s Office of the Valuer General 
that determines the valuation of individual properties 
for rating purposes.

A determining factor in development of the annual 
budget and the setting of rates this year was the decision 
to shift the Waste Management Levy (WML) into general 
rates, to enable a more equitable distribution of costs 
in relation to waste management. Therefore, a direct 
comparison to last year’s rate assessments may not 
be appropriate. The decision to make this change was 
approved at the June 2021 Council Meeting, with one 
key benefit being the availability of State Government 
rates concessions to eligible persons (generally seniors, 
pensioners and concession card holders). There are 764 
properties across the Shire with eligible ratepayer/s that 
will benefit from this change.

A MESSAGE FROM THE SHIRE PRESIDENT
While addressing financial sustainability challenges 
highlighted by the Office of the Auditor General, and 
recognising that rates income represents only 23% of 
total revenue, this Budget contains a number of major 
projects, many of which are supported, wholly or partly, by 
government grants and other funding sources:  

• Upgrades and renewal of facilities to enhance the  
 Donnybrook RecreationCentre gym, conference  
 room, kitchen and foyer including new lighting,  
 ceilings, blinds and air conditioning as part of the Shire’s  
 asset management planning with a value of $209,000.  

• Finalisation of the Apple Fun Park makeover at a  
 value of $1.075M (Federally funded). 

• Enhancements and electrical upgrades to the  
 Balingup Recreation Centre of around $107,000.  

• Significant grants have also been received for the  
 maintenance, renewal and upgrade of the Shire’s  
 road network.  A total of $4.95M, will be spent on  
 capital works on roads, bridges and footpaths with a  
 further $1.5M being spent on maintenance of these assets.  

• Work on the development of a Pump Track at  
 Egan Park will be undertaken during 2021-2022 at a  
 value of $400,000, funded by the Federal Government.  

• An amount of $250,000 has been allocated to provide a new  
 hockey training facility at VC Mitchell Park during the year. 

• Funding of $6.025M is allocated towards the planned  
 redevelopment of the Donnybrook Community,  
 Sporting, Recreation and Events Precinct (VC  
 Mitchell Park), of which $4.51M of the overall $6M State  
 Government funding allocation (via the COVID Recovery  
 Plan) is budgeted for in 2021-2022. The residual State  
 Government funding of $1.49M will be allocated into the  
 2022-2023 Budget.

Given the 30-40% growth in building and planning approvals 
in the last year (aided by Federal housing/homebuilder 
grants), and the advent of several new businesses opening 
within our Shire, commercial and investor confidence in the 
district is both expanding and increasing, and this is sure 
to have positive flow-on effects to our community over the 
coming year and beyond.

In response to an earlier elector ’s motion, lease 
and outsourcing arrangements for Tuia Lodge were 
completed on 30 June 2021. This will have long-lasting 
positive benefits to the community, escalating from this 
financial year, with a net revenue benefit to the Shire 
community of over $6M during the 21 year lease term, 
plus making a significant contribution to rates income. 
Being one of the lower rating Shire’s in the South West is 
not a position we can sustain indefinitely if we are to meet 
the universally desired strategic financial and operational 
ratios set by the Department of Local Government, while 
at the same time meeting the growing expectations of 
our ratepayers and various communities throughout 
Shire. It is therefore necessary to commence aligning our 
identified income requirements to those identified in the 
Shire’s Long Term Financial Plan endorsed in December 
2020. In the first year of this alignment, ongoing services 
and capital works have been maintained, and the first 
step towards allocation of funding to meet our future 
asset management needs has been taken through an 
allocation of $824,638 (approximately 13.5% of all Rate 
income for 2021-2022) to the Shire’s Reserves. 

The Shire wishes to keep its revered position as one 
of the most affordable lifestyle destinations in the 
South West. Therefore, the proposition of emerging as 
merely a dormitory suburb of Bunbury, Busselton or any 
neighbouring Shire is surely not in the best interests of 
attracting a new wave of families to address the ageing 
demographic imperative of our Shire being some 10 
years older than the State average. 

In conclusion, on behalf of Council, I commend to you 
what I believe to be a fair, reasonable, equitable and 
fiscally responsible budget. While it partly addresses the 
rating anomalies of past years, it clearly provides for an 
intergenerational vision, framework and positive journey 
for the future. I urge you to obtain a copy of the Shire 
budget from our website, which provides details of all 
the Shire’s anticipated activities for the year, together 
with estimates of all anticipated income and expenditure. 

Cr Brian Piesse
Shire President


