
 

 

Events and mass gatherings position 
statement 
The WA Government has implemented a staged lifting of COVID-19 restrictions.  
According to the current COVID-19 WA Roadmap, there is no timeline to indicate when events 
and mass gatherings will be permitted in WA, or the type and scale of events that will be permitted.  

Decisions related to events commencing will hinge on the position of the Federal and State 
Government, National Cabinet and the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee 
(AHPPC), and the evolving risk of COVID-19 in WA.  

Despite this uncertainty, it is understood that many event organisers are planning rescheduled 
and new events, due to the timeframes involved in the planning process.  

Local government approvals 
All events may continue to be assessed by the relevant local government authority in accordance 
with the requirements of the Health (Public Buildings) Regulations 1992. However, event 
organisers must understand that approval by local government does not guarantee that the event 
will be able to proceed.  
 
Local governments can process event applications, granting conditional approval in anticipation 
of the relevant restrictions being lifted by the time the event is due to take place. 

Example wording: 
The EVENT NAME to be held at LOCATION on the DATE(S) is approved subject to conditions 
(to be specified by local government). 
 
Whilst a conditional approval has been granted, this approval is also subject to the relevant State 
Emergency Management COVID-19 Directions applicable at the time of the Event which may 
restrict the type, scale or conditions under which the Event can proceed. It is the responsibility of 
the event organiser to ensure they are aware of any relevant changes. 
 
Approvals will be granted on the basis that prevailing levels of COVID-19 activity in the community 
and relevant restrictions in place at the time of the event mean that the event can proceed without 
compromising public health. 
 
Event organisers must ensure that the event complies with the current Directions released by the 
WA Government. Should COVID-19 activity increase in the community, relevant Directions may 
change, potentially requiring the cancellation/postponement of events at very short notice. It will 
be the event organiser’s responsibility to ensure they are aware of any relevant changes, discuss 

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-roadmap


health.wa.gov.au 

the implications of cancellation of an event due to COVID-19 with their insurer, and address all 
actions relating to cancellation/delay in their Risk and Emergency Management Plans. 

COVID Safety Plan 
It is anticipated that a COVID Safety Plan may need to be developed for each event. This 
information will be provided by the WA Government. Event organisers can refer to the current 
resource available for guidance on the WA Government website (www.wa.gov.au) to ensure they 
meet all requirements.  

Compliance with COVID-19 Directions 
Authorised officers (the WA Police), under the Emergency Management Act 2005, have the power 
to close an event that they consider to be in breach of the current Directions or that puts the 
community at risk.  
 
Local government environmental health officers are not authorised under the Emergency 
Management Act 2005, and therefore will not play a role in enforcing adherence to the Directions. 
They remain responsible for enforcing the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 and public 
building legislation. 

Public Health Principles  
The decision to proceed with, restrict, modify, postpone, or cancel an event should be based on 
compliance with current COVID-19 related Directions (Emergency Management Act 2005), and 
the undertaking of a detailed risk assessment. 
 
In addition to the normal risk assessment conducted as part of an events approval process, the 
following public health principles related to COVID-19 will also need to be considered. It should 
be noted that the principles and considerations summarised in the table below will be relevant 
well beyond Phase 4 of the WA Roadmap, as the risk of COVID-19 is likely to remain for some 
time.  
 
 

Consideration Explanation 
Status of COVID-19 
activity in WA 

• An increase in COVID-19 activity may result in events 
being cancelled or postponed. 

Current Directions at the 
time of event 

• Events must adhere to State department advice and legal 
Directions current at time of event. 

Prevailing position of 
Federal /State Govt, 
AHPPC, National Cabinet 

• Position will dictate the timeline, type and nature of events 
permitted in WA. 

Anticipated crowd size 
• Larger crowd sizes may increase the size of a potential 

outbreak, should a person at the event test positive for 
COVID-19. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-business-and-industry-advice#covid-safety-plans
https://www.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/COVID-19-Safety-Plan-Other-Business-Pack.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/COVID-19-Safety-Plan-Other-Business-Pack.pdf
http://www.wa.gov.au/
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-state-of-emergency-declarations
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• Larger crowd sizes have implications for risk mitigation 
strategies.  

• Crowd sizes must not exceed patron limit specified in the 
Directions that are in place at the time of the event. 

Nature and duration of 
contact between patrons  

• The longer individuals are in contact, and the closer the 
contact is, the greater the risk of transmission of COVID-
19.  

Ability to maintain physical 
distancing between 
patrons 

• Physical distancing reduces the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19. 

Event venue 
• Outdoor venues are lower risk for transmission of COVID-

19 than indoor venues, provided physical distancing is 
practised. 

Ability to trace patrons 
• Registered events will ensure individuals can be 

contacted if a person attending the event tests positive for 
COVID-19.  

Alcohol / Drugs 
• Access to alcohol and/or drugs may result in difficulties 

managing physical distancing and other risk mitigation 
strategies. 

Health and age of patrons • Patrons who are older and those with co-morbidities are at 
greater risk of more serious illness with COVID-19.  
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disability. 
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